Developing an Amsterdam policy framework

on dance events

(about drugs, safety and health)

Julie Croiset van Uchelen

City of Amsterdam, policy advisor
Public Order and Safety
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Dance events are an imp | j Mtjrovv‘ln’g’s’ég’ivmeﬁ?'of
the Amsterdam nlghtllfe with for example about 100 venues
participating in the Amsterdam Dance Event and nume - {o]V[S
clubs-and festivals programming durlng the year. Th, = (ES€ s
events are of great economic and cultural value to the city.
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% Some stakeholders

|

Ministry of health

Institute of
addiction and care

Visitors dance-
party

Ministry of justice

Clubs _
Public prosecutor

Local government

Dealers
Party

organisers Media

Politicians Police
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x Policy framework on dance events

2009: starting point “Dance events are drug free”

2015: final policy framework:
“Drugs should not be part of dance events. We strive for
drug-free parties”
"We are committed to reducing (health) risks associated
with the use of recreational drugs at dance parties.”

2016: rules for clubs hosting dance events
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* 10 years of discussion

Bridge differences in interests

Agree on responsibilities

Determine our basic principles

Clarify on terms we use

Agree on joint monitoring and enforcement
(based on a checklist)
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Repression

Mind shift

; N
At this event, weshave a
zero-toleranee drugs

Hlispose of your-drugs here,
ithout any consequences.
After this point, you'll be
handed over to the police
if drugs are found.




% Party organizers responsibilities (1)

e Security search at the entrance (by private
security companies)
e Surveillance at the event site

No drugs allowed

 Drugs are confiscated

 Person will be removed from the event site

 And handed over to the police (if the amount
of drugs is prosecutable)




% Party organizers responsibilities (2)

Harm reduction

Set up professional First
Aid at the event site
(including observation
room); Advanced Live
Support

Consult First Aid officers
before security removes
an (apparently) intoxicated
person from the event site




% Party organizers responsibilities (3)

e Establish a “chill-out” ’
(a place to rest and
cool down)

« Monitor temperature
and humidity

* Provide free drinking
water

. Raise awareness
/inform visitors
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x Five years later

More cooperation among stakeholders

Direct feedback on inspections -> organisers are able to learn
Many party organisers have joined Celebrate Safe campaign
Inspection team is overall satisfied with the results
Implementing and updating the policy remains continuing effort

Drugs becoming more mainstream ...
Still relatively little incidents, as a result of....?
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